Monitoring
and Evaluation

Project Title:

The Big Plastic Count - Marine

Project Summary:

We decided to take part in the Big Plastic Count to help contribute to data that will
uncover how much plastic we’re throwing away in the UK —and what really happens
to it afterwards. The results of which will be used to press the government to keep
its promise and take bold action to cut plastic waste.

Eco-Committee Members:

e All Eco-Council members
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Our starting point

Date: December 2025

Describe your starting point:

When we carried out our Environmental Review in the Autumn Term, we only scored 3
for ‘Marine’, so we knew that was an area we needed to focus on. We saw The Big
Plastic Count advertised and signed up to take part in March. We know that, as a
school, we already try hard to sort our rubbish into the correct recycling bins, and all
classrooms have recycling bins, but we wanted to complete an audit of our school to
find out what single-use plastics are commonly used on site.

What is your aim?

To take part in The Big Plastic Count

Take part in the nation’s biggest plastic audit to count our plastic waste for a whole
week in spring. Gather game-changing evidence that will be used to advocate for bold
action on plastic.
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Update number: 1

Date: oth _ 13th March 2026

Describe your developments:

To ensure that as many people as possible were involved, we decided to make The Big
Plastic Count part of our STEM Focus Week activities from 9t — 15t March 2026. This
was based on ‘The Tale of the Whale’ by Karen Swann, which helped us think carefully
about plastic pollution and how we can protect our oceans. The whole school took
part, and we launched the project during our Focus Week assembly on Monday 9th
March. It was a brilliant way to get everyone thinking, learning and working together
for a greener future.

What will you do next?

*  Give every class their count sheets and remind them to fill them in each day
* Send an email home to parents, along with the resources, inviting them to take
part at home too

PRINT OFF AND PUT THIS UP NEAR YOUR BIN TO TICK OFF YOUR PLASTIC
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FOOD & DRINK
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Update number: 2

Date: oth — 13th March 2026

Describe your developments:

As well as completing the Big Plastic Count each day, every year group also undertook

learning in English lessons about the dangers of plastics and pollutions in our oceans,

rivers and streams.

* Nursery and Reception - listened to Karen Swann read the Story of ‘The Tale of the
Whale’

* Year 1-retold the story

* Year 2 — wrote list poems entitled ‘Soup of the Ocean’

What will you do next?

* Learn about plastic pollution in Science
*  Share our learning with our grown-up during ‘Open Afternoon’ Fri 13 March

New Words

Challenge 2:
Write a
‘Whale Log’ of his = 7
Jjourney
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Update number: 3

Date: oth — 13th March 2026

Describe your developments:

As part of our STEM learning during Focus Week, KS1 learned about plastic and
pollution in animal habitats in their Science lessons.

* Year 1 sorted photos of animals, plants and rubbish from the story
* Year 2 watched a video about water pollution and then designed posters to promote
healthy oceans

What will you do next?

*  Collect in the Big Plastic Count data and submit it




Update number: 4

Date: 16th March 2026

Describe your developments:

* We collected in the data sheets and added the information to The Big Plastic Count
Website

* Each class took part, from Nursery to Year 2

* Some children also took part at home so we included their data in our collection

What will you do next?

*  Share the results with each class

*  Read the full report when it comes out in April 2026

*  Continue to encourage the school community to reduce the amount of plastic that
they use and try and find alternatives e.g. not using cling-film and plastic to wrap
packed-lunches




The Big Plastic Count

Rabbit Class Results

RABBIT
PLASTIC PROFILE

Your class sn't to blame for these results, so please don't feel bad. Most of

us dan't have achaoice but to buy things wrapped in plastic. But your results
are helging change things for the better, We now have the evidence we nead
FOR SEHUGLS to push the govemment to cut plastic packaging. Thank you for taking part!

IN ONE WEEK, YOUR GLASS USED: OVER ONE YEAR, THAT'S:

PIECES OF FLASTIC PIECES OF PLASTIC

HERE'S HOW MUGH PLASTIC PACKAGING YOUR CLASS USED IN EACH CATEGORY:

@ ¢

FOOD & DRINK TOILETRIES & GLEANING EVERYTHING ELSE

HERE'S WHAT HAPPENED TO YOUR CLASS'S PLASTIC WASTE:

&y 16% Eso%

Plastic breaks down when it's recycled and ends up Burning plastic causes air pollution, worsens dimate
peing dumped, bumed or exported amway. change and impacts those [iving ne ar buming sites.

9% v 15%
‘LHH IH.IEFED INTHE UK _%HASBHIFFUEID OVERSEAS

When plastic is dumped in landfill, it releases hamful Exparting plastic simply passes the problem to other
gases and pollutes sumounding aneas. countries, alfecting the health of local peaple.




Final Update:

Date: April 2026

Describe your developments:

The results we submitted in March contributed to the data collected by The Big Plastic
Count 2026, who have revealed that only 16% of our plastic waste is actually recycled.
The majority (59%) is burned in the UK, and the rest is sent overseas (16%) or to landfill
(9%).

Did you achieve your aim?

Yes, 100% of children in EYFS & KS1 participated in the daily Big Plastic Count. All 10
classes completed the planned sorting/counting tasks. Following the week, children are
able talk about what plastic pollution is and why it matters.

What would you do differently next time?

We collected and submitted the data for each class on The Big Plastic Count website,
which generated individual class results pages. However, next time | would submit the
data as a whole school as this would have given us a better whole school picture. Some
children undertook the task at home too, but not all families engaged in the activity.

THE BIG PLASTIC COUNT
SHIPPED

ABROAD

2026 RESULTS ARE IN!

Back in March, thousands of people from schools,
households, community groups and workplaces across the
UK counted their plastic waste for one week as part of the
UK's biggest people-powered investigation into plastic
waste.

Now, we've crunched the numbers and processed the
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