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Newsletter 39           23rd July 2026 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Thank you to the whole school community for another amazing year! We have such a dedicated team here at 
Cassiobury who make the school year happen with ease. Thank you for your kind words and gifts; I feel very lucky 
and privileged to have such a special role in our school. 
 
Wishing the very best of luck to our Year 2 pupils as they head off on their Junior School adventure, whether here or 
afar. I am so proud of your achievements and I know you will continue to flourish. 
 
Also wishing Miss Applegarth the best of luck as she embarks on her new role as Headteacher of Nascot Wood 
Infants, and to Mrs Ayres as she begins to enjoy her retirement. We also said au revoir to Angie, our sports coach, as 
the changes in sports funding means we will no longer be able to have her on a weekly basis; however she will still 
come and lead some of our sports enrichment days.  
 
I would also like to wish Miss Cooper (and her fiancé) the very best of luck and our congratulations for their wedding 
over the summer holiday; Miss Cooper will return to us as Mrs Skubis in September.  
 
A huge THANK YOU to the CSA team who have donated a fantastic £7,500 to our school this year which will be used 
to support the curriculum with resources ~ thank you all for your generosity! 
 
Finally, wishing you all an amazing summer and hope that you are able to have some relaxation with your families.  
 
WEEKLY ATTENDANCE AWARD 
Our target is to be at 96% attendance throughout the year. 
 

This week 91.5% 

Week beg 13th July 93.5% 

Best week to date Week beginning 8th September ~ 97.7% 

 
ATTENDANCE 
Week beginning 20th July:   

CLASS RED <95% AMBER 95% GREEN 96+% 

HERON 93.7%   

FOX  95.7%  

BADGER   98.9% 

ROBIN 93.3%   

KINGFISHER 84.5%   

HEDGEHOG  92.1%   

WOODPECKER 93.3%   

RABBIT 90%   

OWL  81.7%   

SQUIRREL 91.5%   

 
Well done to Badger Class who had the highest attendance this week. 
Congratulations to Fox Class who have the highest attendance for the whole school year at 96.7%.  
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HOURS OF LEARNING LOST 
As well as monitoring attendance, we also monitor lateness. If your child arrives 5 minutes late each day, over the 
course of the week they will have missed 25 minutes of learning time. Over a period of 4 weeks that is 100 minutes 
and over a term that is 325 minutes (almost 5 ½ hours). Punctuality is important in all walks of life and we encourage 
the children to be good timekeepers. 
         

This week: 20th July 388 = 6 hours and 28 minutes 

Last week: 13th July 534 = 8 hours and 54 minutes 

                                                                                                                                                                          
 
40 THINGS BINGO! 
Final call for a FULL HOUSE: 

Jack Kingfisher  

Jaylan Woodpecker 

 
Well done to the following:  

Elsie Woodpecker 

4 Corners 
4 in a Row 

Any 8 Squares joined 
together 

Full Vertical line 
Full Horizontal line 

 

 
ACHIEVEMENTS OUTSIDE SCHOOL 
We like to celebrate the achievements and awards of our children outside of school too! If your child has earned an 
award in an event, please send in a copy of the certificate and we can mention them in our weekly newsletters.  
This week we celebrated the success of: 
 

Pupil Class Achievement 

Shreyan Fox ZKSMA Martial Arts ~ Bronze 

Jessica Kingfisher Ju Jitsu ~ White/ Yellow belt 

 
ART WORK 
A huge ‘Thank you’ to Mrs Hanway (past parent) and students from Croxley Danes who painted our Learning 
Characters in our hall ~ they are an amazing addition to our walls and look amazing!  
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LEARNING POWER CREATURE TROPHY 
At the end of every half term, the class teachers nominate a pupil in their class who they believe have shown great 
skill in one of the 4 areas. We also have nominations for a ‘behaviour and manners’ trophy for children who 
consistently follow our Golden Rules and a PSHE and Well-Being Trophy for pupils who show kindness and empathy 
towards others. Once all the nominations are in, the names are put into a hat and a winner is drawn. The trophies 
are then presented to the pupil in our final assembly before a holiday. The trophies remain in school but the children 
bring home a certificate.  
 
I am delighted to announce that the winners for Summer 2 are: 
 

TROPHY PUPIL CLASS 

Resilience ~ Tortoise  
 
 
 
 

Lana Woodpecker 

Reflective ~ Chameleon 
 
 
 
 

Esther Kingfisher 

Resourceful ~ Spider 

 

Nora Woodpecker 

Team Player ~ Bee  

 

Evie Badger 

 

Oliver P Heron 

 
Reuben Rabbit 

Behaviour and Manners 

 
 

Ayva Fox 

PSHE  
 

 

 
Xena 

Rabbit 
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HOUSE POINTS 
We have counted up the house points for the end of the summer term ~ Well done to COLNE! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      1607                  1702                               1425                        1342 

 
Overall House Points so far this year ~ Well done to COLNE! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

       4502                  5434                              4767                             4488 
 

 
YEAR 2 CRICKET FESTIVAL 
Year 2 had an amazing afternoon at their cricket festival on Monday, run by the wonderful Angie. The 
children did brilliantly on a hot afternoon, showing great enthusiasm, teamwork and determination 
throughout the event, demonstrating some fantastic Kwik Cricket skills, including bowling accurately, 
batting with confidence, fielding well and working hard to get wickets. They listened carefully, took turns 
sensibly and played with great sportsmanship throughout. 
We were also delighted by the fantastic number of parent helpers who supported us on the day. A huge 
thank you to our 9 parents, as well as volunteers Alex and Yusuf. They all did a wonderful job recording the 
scores and helping to make the festival such a success. It was a lovely celebration of sport, and the children 
should be very proud of their efforts. Congratulations to all involved! 
 
Results: 
1st: Union - 355 
2nd: Gade - 316 
3rd: Colne - 284 
4th: Chess - 262 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Please see below the dates for the Autumn term.  
 
MESSAGE FROM THE CSA 
"Thank you to those who have purchased second hand school uniform from the uniform shop this year, we have 
raised hundreds of pounds for the school and have saved much preloved uniform from going to landfill. 
However, the second hand uniform shop cupboards are still very full so the shop is only accepting donations of school 
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logo uniform from now onwards for the foreseeable future. Donations of good quality, clean uniform with the school 
logo on is welcome. 
Parents can donate non logo uniform and grey uniform to charity or put it in clothing bins at the infant school or 
around town." 
 
LIBRARY SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 
Last week Watford Library held an assembly for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 to tell them all about the Summer 
Reading Challenge, which aims to keep children reading throughout the summer holidays and rewards them for 
reading for pleasure. We were excited to hear that this year’s music-themed challenge, Read to the 
Beat, encourages children and young people to explore the power of reading and music. 
The 2026 Summer Reading Challenge in Watford runs from 4 July to 5 September 2026. In collaboration with The 
Reading Agency, children can discover new books, complete personal library and reading challenges, and take part in 
free themed activities at their local library. 
Children are encouraged to read six library books over the summer holidays, including eBooks and eAudiobooks on 
BorrowBox. Taking part is completely free, and children can earn exciting rewards such as personalised certificates, 
medals, exclusive stickers, and an entry to the prize draw event with author and composer Gareth P. Jones. 
To find out more visit: Read to the Beat 
 

 
 
CLUBS 
Our extra-curricular clubs for the Autumn Term are now live on the school website. Click here for more information. 
Bookings should be made directly with the provider. 
 
Angie still has places available for her  Year 2 Tennis  should you wish to sign up.  
 
CHALLENGE SPORT HOLIDAY CAMP 
Challenge Sport & Education will be running a summer holiday camp at the Juniors. Please click here for booking 
details.  
 
Have a lovely summer.  
 
With best wishes 
 

Charlotte Cooper 
Headteacher 
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Autumn term 2026 
 

Date Event Where? Time? Parents 
invited? 

 SEPTEMBER   

Wed 16th  National Fitness Day  
Fri 18th Flu Vaccines (information will be sent in September)  

Fri 18th  Jeans for Genes Awareness Day  

Fri 25th  Relational Practice Parent 
Workshop 

Hall 9am YES 

Fri 25th  40 Things Launch  
Fri 25th  Open Afternoon Classrooms 2:45pm Yes  

OCTOBER  
October Black History Month  

Thu 1st  Individual School Photos  
Wed 7th   Y1 Harvest Workshop at St Luke’s  

Mon 12th  Yr 1 Reading & Writing Workshop Hall 9am Yes 

Wed 14th  Harvest Assembly  
Thu 15th   Yr 2 Reading & Writing Workshop Hall 9am Yes 

Fri 16th  Rec Reading & Writing Workshop Hall 9am Yes 
Wk Beg 19th    Creative Focus Week  

Recycling Week 
 

Fri 23rd  Focus week open afternoon Classrooms 2:45pm Yes 

Half term   
NOVEMBER 

Fri 6th Yr 1 Maths Mastery Workshop Hall 9am Yes 

Mon 9th  Yr 2 Maths Mastery Workshop Hall 9am Yes 
Mon 9th Rec Maths Mastery Workshop Hall 2pm Yes 

Week beg 
9th  

Nursery Rhyme Week  

Wed 11th  Remembrance Day  
Wed 11th   EYFS & KS1 parent consultation Virtual Appointment  

Thu 12th  EYFS & KS1 parent consultation Virtual Appointment  

Fri 13th  Christmas Jumper Collection  

mailto:admin@cassioburyinfants.herts.sch.uk


 

 Bellmount Wood Avenue, Watford, Herts, WD17 3PE  
Email: admin@cassioburyinfants.herts.sch.uk   Telephone: 01923 222782 

Fri 13th  Children in Need   

Week beg 
16th  

Road Safety Week  
Maths Week  

 

Tue 17th  ESafety Day  
Fri 20th  Learning Together Morning Classrooms 9am Yes  

Wk beg 23rd  Well Being Week 
Parliament Week 

 

Thu 26th    Outdoor Learning Day  
Fri 27th  School Closed Occasional Day  

DECEMBER  

1st / 2nd / 3rd  Christmas Jumper shop (TBC)  
Fri 4th  Deco Day  

Tue 8th   Whole School Panto ~ TBC  
Fri 11th  Christmas jumper and dinner day  

Wk beg 14th  Christmas Parties  
Mon 14th    Y1 Nativity at St Luke’s St Luke’s 9:30am Yes 

Wed 16th   Reception Nativity at St Luke’s St Luke’s 9:30am Yes 

Wed 16th  Y2 Nativity at St Luke’s St Luke’s 10:45am Yes 
Thu 17th   Nursery Nativity Hall 9am Yes 

Thu 17th  End of Term for Nursery Usual timings   
Fri 18th  End of Term for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 1pm 
 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE THESE ARE THE DATES FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2026/27 

 

AUTUMN 2026 
 
Tuesday 1 September   INSET ~ School closed to pupils 
Wednesday 2 September  INSET ~ School closed to pupils 
Thursday 3 September   Autumn term starts 
Mon 26 Oct – Fri 30 Oct   Half term 
Friday 27 November   Occasional Day ~ School closed to pupils  
Thursday 17 December   Autumn term ends for Nursery ~ normal hours   
Friday 18 December   Autumn term ends 1pm 
 

 

SPRING 2027 
 

Monday 4 January    INSET ~ School closed to pupils  
Tuesday 5 January   Spring term starts 
Mon 15 Feb – Fri 19 Feb   Half term 
Wednesday 24 March   Spring term ends for Nursery ~ normal hours 
Thursday 25 March   Spring term ends 1pm 
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SUMMER 2027 
 
Monday 12 April   Summer term starts 
Mon 31 May – 4 June   Half term 
Friday 25th June    INSET ~ School closed to pupils 
Tuesday 20 July    Summer term ends for Nursery ~ normal hours  
Wednesday 21 July   End of summer term 1pm 
Thursday 22 July   INSET ~ School closed to pupils 

  
 

 
PLEASE NOTE THESE ARE THE DATES FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2027/28 

 

AUTUMN 2027 
 
Wednesday 1 September  NSET ~ School closed to pupils 
Thursday 2 September   Autumn term starts 
Mon 25 Oct – Fri 29 Oct   Half term 
Friday 3 December   Occasional Day ~ School closed to pupils 
Thursday 16 December   Autumn term ends for Nursery ~ normal hours    
Friday 17 December   Autumn term ends 1pm 
 

 

SPRING 2027 
 

Tuesday 4 January    INSET ~ School closed to pupils  
Wednesday 5 January    INSET ~ School closed to pupils  
Thursday 6 January   Spring term starts 
Mon 14 Feb – Fri 18 Feb   Half term 
Thursday 30 March   Spring term ends for Nursery ~ normal hours 
Friday 31 March   Spring term ends 1pm 
 

 

SUMMER 2028 
 
Tuesday 18 April    INSET ~ School closed to pupils  
Wednesday 19 April   Summer term starts 
Mon 29 May – 2 June   Half term 
Thursday 20 July    Summer term ends for Nursery ~ normal hours  
Friday 21 July    End of summer term 1pm 
Monday 24 July    INSET ~ School closed to pupils 
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