Newsletter 38 17t July 2026

Dear Parents

As we approach the end of term, | want to thank you all for your continued support and encouragement especially
over the last few weeks. Next week promises to be especially exciting in school, with lots to look forward to, and |
am sure the final days of term will be filled with energy and enjoyment ahead of a well-deserved break!

END OF TERM ~ EARLY FINISH

A reminder that we finish school for the summer holiday as follows:
Nursery ~ Wednesday 22" July at normal times

Rest of the school ~ Thursday 23" July at 1pm

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE AWARD
Our target is to be at 96% attendance throughout the year.

This week 93.5%

Week beg 6" July 96.3%

Best week to date Week beginning 8" September ~ 97.7%
ATTENDANCE
Week beginning 13*" July:
CLASS RED <95% AMBER 95% GREEN 96+%
HERON 97.3%
FOX 97.1%
BADGER 94%
ROBIN 90%
KINGFISHER 96.2%
HEDGEHOG 96%
WOODPECKER 93%
RABBIT 92.3%
owL 83.7%
SQUIRREL

Well done to Heron Class who had the highest attendance this week.

HOURS OF LEARNING LOST
As well as monitoring attendance, we also monitor lateness. If your child arrives 5 minutes late each day, over the
course of the week they will have missed 25 minutes of learning time. Over a period of 4 weeks that is 100 minutes
and over a term that is 325 minutes (almost 5 % hours). Punctuality is important in all walks of life and we encourage
the children to be good timekeepers.

This week: 13" July 534 =8 hours and 54 minutes

Last week: 6% July 512 =8 hours and 32 minutes

40 THINGS BINGO!
Final call for a FULL HOUSE ~ only one week left.
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Well done to the following:

4 Corners
Jack Kingfisher Full Vertical line
Fionn Kingfisher Full Vertical line
4 in a Row
Reyan Kingfisher Any 8 Squares joined
together

ACHIEVEMENTS OUTSIDE SCHOOL

We like to celebrate the achievements and awards of our children outside of school too! If your child has earned an
award in an event, please send in a copy of the certificate and we can mention them in our weekly newsletters.
This week we celebrated the success of:

Pupil Class Achievement
Rian Fox Swim England ~ Rainbow Distance 50m
Ari Squirrel Swim England ~ Duckling 3
Anaya owl Watford Gymnastics ~ 1°* Place in Reception category
Swim for Life ~ Stage 4
Maya Heron Dream, Believe, Achieve ~ Level 4 Vault
Joy Fox Watford Gymnastics ~ 3™ Place in Year 2 category
Watford Gymnastics ~ 4" Place in Year 1 category
Ava Kingfisher Watford Gymnastics ~ Hardest Working Gymnast in Reception to Year 3 age
group
Olivia Hedgehog Royal Academy of Dance Primary Ballet Exam ~ Distinction
Archer owl Swim England ~ Rainbow Distance 5m
Mixed Martial Arts ~ Yellow Belt
William Swim England ~ Level 1
Max Fox Watford Chinese Community School ~ 1% place Year 2 Mandarin
Swim England ~ Learn to Swim Level 3 Miraya
Ava Kingfisher Chief Scouts™~ Acorn Award
Sai Robin Swim England ~ Water Skills Level 1
Miraya Hedgehog Watford Gymnastics Club Championship ~ 1% place
Kiyara Fox Learn to Swim ~ Level 4

SUSTAINABILITY AND ECO COUNCIL NEWS - GREEN FLAG AWARD

We are delighted to share that we have been awarded our Green Flag with Distinction for the fourth year in a row!
This is a fantastic achievement, and it reflects the hard work and commitment of our whole school community.
This year, our focus topics were biodiversity, marine, and travel. As part of our biodiversity work, we planted over
500 hedge whips, helping to support wildlife and improve our school environment. For our marine topic, we took
part in the Big Plastic Count, learning more about the impact of plastic waste. Under our travel theme, we joined in
with Walk to School Week and The Big Walk and Wheel, encouraging healthier and more sustainable journeys.
This really has been a whole-school effort, and you should all feel very proud of yourselves. Thank you to everyone
who helped along the way, whether you were digging holes, counting plastic waste, or setting off a little earlier to
walk, scoot or cycle to school. You have all played a part in this success. Please see the attached PDF for the full
report.

A HUGE ‘Thank you’ to Miss Applegarth and our Eco Council for all their hard work!

YEAR 1 TENNIS & CRICKET FESTIVAL
Year 1 enjoyed their annual cricket and tennis festival on Tuesday which was moved to the morning so everyone
could keep a little cooler. It proved to be a really successful event, with the children having a fantastic time as they
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‘carouselled’ around the different stations. Throughout the session, they showed great enthusiasm and confidence,
applying the striking and fielding skills they have been practising this term.
This was a Year 1 inter-house competition, and the results were as follows:

Colne — 65
Union —47
Gade - 40

Chess — 39

PwnNPE

Well done to Colne, who came first!
As always, a big thank you to Angie for organising and running the event. Thank you also to the wonderful volunteers
who supported the morning so brilliantly. They did a fabulous job.

LOST PROPERTY

We have a vast supply of unnamed and unclaimed items in our lost property boxes; if you have lost an item, please
come and have a look in the boxes in the front office.

Any unclaimed items left at the end of term will be donated to the ‘previously loved’ uniform shop.

CHRISTMAS JUMPER SHOP (Early plea for help)

As part of our continued sustainability drive we will be holding our annual Christmas Jumper Shop in Autumn Term 2.
If you are having a de-clutter over the summer holiday we would welcome any contributions of Christmas jumpers to
support our sale.

TOY DONATIONS

If you have having a toy clear-out over the summer, or know of other families doing so please bear in mind our
Nursery who would love any donations of the below type items. If you have some good quality donations please
email the office with photographs of the items or speak to Mrs Greenstreet or Mrs Woodley.
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SEND FRIENDLY CLUBS AND GROUPS
If you are looking for a SEND friendly club or group, for your child, please take a look at the below links for possible
suggestions. They have been recommended by our Local SEND provision.

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities | Hertfordshire Directory

Activities and leisure | Hertfordshire Directory

Search results | Hertfordshire Directory

Holiday Club - Hertsmere Mencap

OUR SERVICES — Fols Kids SEN Club - We enrich the lives of children with additional needs through the power of

play.

THE CHILDREN’S COMMISIONER SURVEY

The Children's Commissioner has launched a survey so you can have your say on what it’s like to be a child or young
person in England today; she will take your views to the Government, to help them make life better for children. If
you would like to complete the survey with your child, follow this link: The Big Future

LIBRARY VOLUNTEER
Can you help? We are looking for a volunteer who would like to learn how to use our electronic library system and
support the day-to-day organisation of the school library.
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https://directory.hertfordshire.gov.uk/Categories/55?utm_source=website&utm_medium=link&utm_id=SENDdirectory
https://directory.hertfordshire.gov.uk/Categories/177
https://directory.hertfordshire.gov.uk/Search?CategoryId=185&SM=ServiceSearch&SME=True
https://www.hertsmeremencap.org.uk/childrens-holiday-club/
https://www.folskids.com/our-services
https://www.folskids.com/our-services
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/TheBigFuture/

We have been very lucky over the last few years to have Mrs Shah coming in on a weekly basis to keep the library
tidy, catalogue texts and run lists of overdue books. Mrs Shah does this alongside her ‘real job’ and will be reducing
her voluntary hours next year. This would be an ideal opportunity for someone else to shadow her and be trained
up.

We would like someone to come into school on a weekly basis for either a morning or an afternoon to put books
back on the shelves and support classes taking loans out. If you are interested in volunteering, please email
admin@-cassioburyinfants.herts.sch.uk or speak to Miss Applegarth.

As a regular volunteer in school, anyone interested would be asked to provide two references and would need to
undergo a DBS check. The school may be able to support with this for someone who is able to commit to coming in
regularly over a sustained period of time.

LIBRARY SUMMER READING CHALLENGE

On Monday, Watford Library held an assembly for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 to tell them all about the Summer
Reading Challenge, which aims to keep children reading throughout the summer holidays and rewards them for
reading for pleasure. We were excited to hear that this year’s music-themed challenge, Read to the

Beat, encourages children and young people to explore the power of reading and music.

The 2026 Summer Reading Challenge in Watford runs from 4 July to 5 September 2026. In collaboration with The
Reading Agency, children can discover new books, complete personal library and reading challenges, and take part in
free themed activities at their local library.

Children are encouraged to read six library books over the summer holidays, including eBooks and eAudiobooks on
BorrowBox. Taking part is completely free, and children can earn exciting rewards such as personalised certificates,
medals, exclusive stickers, and an entry to the prize draw event with author and composer Gareth P. Jones.

To find out more visit: Read to the Beat
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CLUBS
Our extra-curricular clubs for the Autumn Term are now live on the school website. Click here for more information.
Bookings should be made directly with the provider.

CHALLENGE SPORT HOLIDAY CAMP
Challenge Sport & Education will be running a summer holiday camp at the Juniors. Please click here for booking
details.

THIS WEEK’S FLYERS:
1. CSA Break the rules day — 23" July
2. Green Flag Report

Have a lovely weekend.

With best wishes

Charlotte Cooper
Headteacher
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https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/news-and-campaigns/summer-reading-challenge.aspx
https://cassioburyinfants.herts.sch.uk/clubs/
https://activities.bookpebble.co.uk/supplier/challenge-sport-education-109ebed2-78ac-4473-acd1-02589a9d1485

Summer term 2026

Date Event Where? Time? Parents
invited?
JULY

Mon 20t Squirrel Sharing Assembly Hall 9am Yes
Mon 20t Transition Afternoon
Tue 21% Y2 Performance Hall 9:15am Yes
Wed 22 Y2 Performance Hall 9:15am Yes
Wed 22 End of Term for Nursery Usual timings
Thu 23" End of Term for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 lpm

PLEASE NOTE THESE ARE THE DATES FOR THE_ACADEMIC YEAR 2025/26

EARLY WARNING

These dates are the same as the junior school.

Wednesday 22 July
Thursday 23 July

SUMMER 2026

Summer term ends for Nursery ~ normal hours
Summer term ends 1:00pm

PLEASE NOTE THESE ARE THE DATES FOR THE_ACADEMIC YEAR 2026/27

EARLY WARNING

Tuesday 1 September
Wednesday 2 September
Thursday 3 September
Mon 26 Oct — Fri 30 Oct
Friday 27 November
Thursday 17 December
Friday 18 December

AUTUMN 2026

INSET ~ School closed to pupils
INSET ~ School closed to pupils

Autumn term starts
Half term

Occasional Day ~ School closed to pupils
Autumn term ends for Nursery ~ normal hours

Autumn term ends 1pm
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Monday 4 January
Tuesday 5 January

Mon 15 Feb — Fri 19 Feb
Wednesday 24 March
Thursday 25 March

SPRING 2027

INSET ~ School closed to pupils

Spring term starts

Half term

Spring term ends for Nursery ~ normal hours
Spring term ends 1pm

Monday 12 April
Mon 31 May — 4 June
Friday 25" June
Tuesday 20 July
Wednesday 21 July
Thursday 22 July

SUMMER 2027

Summer term starts

Half term

INSET ~ School closed to pupils

Summer term ends for Nursery ~ normal hours
End of summer term 1pm

INSET ~ School closed to pupils

PLEASE NOTE THESE ARE THE DATES FOR THE_ACADEMIC YEAR 2027/28

EARLY WARNING

Wednesday 1 September
Thursday 2 September
Mon 25 Oct - Fri 29 Oct
Friday 3 December
Thursday 16 December
Friday 17 December

AUTUMN 2027

NSET ~ School closed to pupils

Autumn term starts

Half term

Occasional Day ~ School closed to pupils
Autumn term ends for Nursery ~ normal hours
Autumn term ends 1pm

Tuesday 4 January
Wednesday 5 January
Thursday 6 January
Mon 14 Feb — Fri 18 Feb
Thursday 30 March
Friday 31 March

SPRING 2027

INSET ~ School closed to pupils

INSET ~ School closed to pupils

Spring term starts

Half term

Spring term ends for Nursery ~ normal hours
Spring term ends 1pm

Tuesday 18 April
Wednesday 19 April
Mon 29 May — 2 June
Thursday 20 July
Friday 21 July
Monday 24 July

SUMMER 2028

INSET ~ School closed to pupils

Summer term starts

Half term

Summer term ends for Nursery ~ normal hours
End of summer term 1pm

INSET ~ School closed to pupils
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