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School Site

Site Visit:
Date: 18 September 2024

Climate Action Advisors: Melanie Parr, Jeremy Williams

Staff: Sallyann Applegarth (Deputy Head & Sustainability Lead)
Seema Mavji (Business Manager), Ken Mclldowie (Site Manager)

Local Authority: Watford Borough Council; Hertfordshire County Council (HCC)

NORTH

Community

WEST

Si&! Somal clubi(a

viewed* ‘b

Jay shreejs ?
Swammarayan badha ) l




Site: Key Findings

Heating
A Heating kept at around 18°C.
A New boilers and hot water pipes in 2018

A No BMS system or smart meter with half hourly data, Site Manager manually adjusts settings for

holidays, etc.
A 0Oak Building heat pump inefficient - takes too long to heat up. Building only used 1-2 times a week.

A Hot water heaters are timer controlled and kept at 60°C to avoid risk of legionella.

Insulation
A New roof insulation for 1969 building recently - very effective.

A 2012 modular building insulation is poor.

A New window walling in 2013 - all double glazed

Lighting
A 100% LED lights

A 2012 building, entrance foyer and car park have light sensors / spot-light timers.

A Small solar panel array, but not hooked up and never generated any energy - potentially has suitable

inverter already



Display Energy Certificate (DEC) ZE

Building 1 (1969): Score Operational rating
A DEC-76D
A Recommendations Report

Building 2 (2012);
A DEC-84D

A Recommendations Report 84 D

101-125 E

126-150


https://find-energy-certificate.service.gov.uk/energy-certificate/5425-0555-1911-8402-2433
https://find-energy-certificate.service.gov.uk/energy-certificate/4539-9727-2112-3725-0006
https://find-energy-certificate.service.gov.uk/energy-certificate/0511-0714-9789-9191-4006
https://find-energy-certificate.service.gov.uk/energy-certificate/0499-2709-8120-0790-1413

School’s Carbon Footprint ZE

Your school's total carbon footprint

278.10

Tonnes per year

14% - Energy & Utilities 28% - Transport

9%  Fuel Usage 0% Vehicles

B% Electricity Usage © <1% School Trips
® 0% Waste Usage ® 19% Student Commutes
@® <1% Water Usage @ 9% Staff Commutes
27% - Food & Drink 32% - Purchases
® 27% Meals 10% Spending

22% Uniforms
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Calculated using Count Your Carbon in May 2024 YOURCARBON



https://www.countyourcarbon.org/

Key Areas:

1.

Energy

Travel
Procurement
Food

Waste

Schools working together to be zero carbon




Energy - Key Findings

A Energy use reviewed occasionally by Bursar and HCC - in terms of finance, not sustainability.
A Staff behaviour - doors and windows frequently left open, but fairly diligent in turning electricals off

A School facilities are used by external clubs in evenings and weekends most days of the week and

reqularly during holidays.
A Thermostat covers in place to prevent staff adjustment.
A Laptop trolleys left on charge overnight
A Catering - don’t currently turn all fridges and freezers off over the holidays

A Energy campaigns - tried but not repeated - found hard delivering curriculum lessons without electric

whiteboards.

A Initial conversation had with Solar for Schools but not progressed.

ZE

2030

14% - Energy & Utilities
9% Fuel Usage

5%  Electricity Usage



Improve Insulation

A

A

Investigate what larger insulation measures are possible / feasible to improve the 2012 building.
Draught-proof gaps and doors across school / especially on 2012 building (example supplier)

Install plastic curtains on Early Years doors (4 classrooms)

o Example suppliers: PVC Strip Doors, Redwood PVC, TTS Group

- specifically mentions strips are intended for educational settings and fire retardant.
Investigate whether hot-water pipes require lagging to minimise heat loss
Install radiator reflector foil throughout school / in colder rooms.

Consider installing thermal blinds - these can offer 20-40% reduction in heat loss in the colder months,
as well as reducing heat entering your building in the summer.

Adjust Heating Timings

A

A

Turn off gas heating earlier in the day to utilise the buildings residual heat.

Aim for 10% less time - e.q. turn heating off 30-40 mins earlier for a 6-hour day/ 1 hour earlier for a 9-hour day



https://www.buyinsulationonline.co.uk/
https://www.pvc-strip-doors.co.uk/amazon-freeflow-curtain-upto-1000mm-x-2250mm.html?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwpP63BhDYARIsAOQkATa8CW00qc2sZ_rcf6o4FOoq2SUPkY7x6UoiJrBlIFxKG92MXctSnDgaAkZ3EALw_wcB
https://redwoodstripcurtains.co.uk/product/school-nursery-clear-pvc-quickmount-curtains/
https://www.tts-group.co.uk/rainbow-free-flow-curtains-l220-x-w98.4cm/FU06997.html?vat=yes&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwpP63BhDYARIsAOQkATaiXi10zC7R9NtYkS5v-AOVOVTlM44yB8noI9s2aIV9hw_qHrcbnP8aAiZmEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.pipelagging.com/knowledgehub/post/how-to-insulate-hot-water-pipes?srsltid=AfmBOoqHMvR13dFqsSqa8jJ_sTs7jmoDVvsa4ULvrfOH1sqV4RE5A3F0
https://www.buyinsulationonline.co.uk/product/ecotec-radiator-insulation-kit

Smart Meter Installation

Smart meters send real-time meter readings directly and securely to your energy supplier,
resulting in accurate bills, an end to estimates and manual meter readings.

A Smart meters often come with access to online portals, allowing you to see your current and historical energy use
- typically, with half hourly data so that you can easily identify situations of high energy use and react accordingly

A If the electricity meter in your school has not been replaced since 2017, it is probably not a smart meter.
Contact your electricity supplier about getting a smart meter - installation is usually free.

A Further Info:

A Public Sector Smart Meter Introductory Guide + School Case Studies; On average, 60% of
A DfE school smart meter advice school energy consumption
A Benefits of smart meters is when it is closed.

Regqular Monitoring

A From1October 2024, energy suppliers must provide schools with free and reqular information on their energy
use, based on their smart meter data.

A Energy use data should be reviewed on a regular basis to identify areas for improvement - especially when the
school is closed.

A Set energy reduction targets to work towards and use action and reflection data to see what is most effective.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/smart-meters-in-the-public-sector/an-introductory-guide-to-smart-meters-for-the-public-sector-accessible-webpage
https://buyingforschools.blog.gov.uk/2023/04/25/energy-management-smart-meters-helping-you-make-better-informed-decisions-about-energy-use/
https://energysparks.uk/activity_types/70
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c1MXnkn0zaY
https://energysparks.uk/activity_types/158
https://energysparks.uk/activity_types/121

Energy Sparks

Energy Sparks works with schools to offer a unique, effective energy management tool, which

monitors energy use and provides bespoke, simple low / no-cost recommendations, provided weekly.

A

A

Do » e o o Do

Costs £545 a year - but the average primary school saves £3,000 per year

Learning opportunities through interactive pupil dashboard and education programme, which includes a range of over
140 activities and resources including lesson plans.

Tailored induction webinars for range of school staff. Guidance on over 60 low and no-cost actions.
Set targets and track progress. Score points and compete with other schools.

Additional optional services such as energy audits and assemblies also available at additional cost.
Energy Sparks are a trusted member of the Let’s Go Zero coalition.

Example: Find schools near you and explore their data and advice.

You will need to have a smart meter to work with Energy Sparks.
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Helping schools fight climate change



https://energysparks.uk/for-schools
https://energysparks.uk/training
https://energysparks.uk/pricing
https://energysparks.uk/schools

Energy Champions

Making good use of daylight
in a classroom can reduce
lighting costs by 19%

Have a designated Energy Champion for every classroom.

A Responsibilities could include:

A Turning off lights and electrical items when not in use
A Ensuring doors and windows are closed if heating is on.
A Switching off lights if not needed on bright, sunny days.
A Opening and closing blinds

A Big Weekend Switch Off
A Reminding adults at home about unplugging and switching off (e.g. 1°C Challenge )

A Rotate the position to a different pupil each week

A Include on a‘Classroom Helpers’ board alongside other responsibilities ‘ '. “.l l.lcl“

A Ensures all children are engaged in developing good habits, not just Eco Team
A Normalise energy efficient behaviours by involving families

‘ Only switch off if

A Label sockets and switches and display posters an adult tells you to

A Energy Sparks - label lights and appliances

A Lots of resources on Twinkl | . SIlItcll .n
L (If not being used)

A Could introduce during Eco School’s Cut Your Carbon campaign in November


https://energysparks.uk/activity_types/12
https://energysparks.uk/activity_types/186
https://energysparks.uk/activity_types/133
https://energysparks.uk/activity_types/11
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/search?q=energy+saving+switch+off&c=244&r=parent
https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/cut-your-carbon/

Implement a Sustainability Agreement

A Develop a Sustainability Agreement for all staff and site users - example

o0 Could be restricted purely to energy efficiency, or encompass other areas such as
reducing, reusing, recycling etc.

A Introduce in an all-staff meeting (alongside wider Climate Action Plan update?).

o Could potentially ask staff / site users to sign agreement to say they’ve had the policy
update and will implement.

A Implement power-down checklists either separately or as part of the agreement (example list)
A Set recurring reminder on calendars for Fridays and before holidays

A Introduce at the same time as the classroom Energy Champion scheme - e.g. ensure
staff turn off all orange stickers at weekends and red stickers at holidays only.

A Provide posters to put up to remind and reinforce behaviours.

A Catering: Discuss specific kitchen policy for holidays - kitchen has two freezers, one fridge;
aim to run stock down and move everything to one freezer over the holidays

A Catering Lead explained that food deliveries are on Mondays and so to ensure there is
food for the first day back, freezers can never be entirely empty.

OFF

ON



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x5s-v_ofTuyYPkdWxdYWtZqvfvPYhJ4L/view
https://energysparks.uk/activity_types/178
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t4wc629xNhiDwumlg7IpVVDOO2A1p0OZ/view

Quick Wins:

A

Purchase a smaller energy efficient heater for Oak building for when room is in use only.

Install motion sensors on lights for communal areas such as hallways and toilets throughout the 1969 building
Install plug timers - e.qg. the laptop charging cart, printers.

Suggest clubs are in the rooms that are better insulated and have better energy use, where facilities allow!
Enable power save settings and power down management on computers, monitors and laptops

Install automatic IT and server shut down timers, to reduce energy when not in use

Ensure windows and sky lights are cleaned reqularly (every 6 months) to maximise natural light.
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https://energysparks.uk/intervention_types/23
https://energysparks.uk/intervention_types/7

Switch to a100% Renewable Energy Tariff

A

A

Research suitable renewable energy tariffs ready for when your current energy contract finishes.

By switching your energy supply to a green tariff, you can reduce your carbon footprint.
A green tariff means that some or all of the electricity you buy is ‘matched’ by purchases of

renewable energy that your supplier makes on your behalf.

Good Energy, Ecotricity and Green Energy UK are examples of suppliers that generate their own

renewable energy and/or buy energy directly from renewable energy generators.
If your Local Authority manage your schools electricity contract, talk to them about switching.

You cannot cancel a current energy contract, you need to wait until it comes to an end.

A Find the end date of your contract on a recent energy bill

A You are able to register with a new provider within 28 days of your current contract

coming to an end.

Advice about switching to renewable energy and green tariffs and energy suppliers.



https://www.goodenergy.co.uk/
https://www.ecotricity.co.uk/
https://www.greenenergyuk.com/
https://www.greenintelligence.org.uk/insights/switching-to-renewable-electricity/#:~:text=This%20allows%20you%20to%20report,not%20generate%20greenhouse%20gas%20emissions.
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/advice/switching-your-energy-supplier/

Investigate Solar Panel Installation

A Investigate potential for solar panel installation - HCC provide some high-level

school decarbonisation information including solar PV installation.

A Continue your conversation with Solar for Schools to see what they can offer you.

A Barker Associates are education estate specialists with lots of experience

supporting schools with solar installations - they offer a free assessment. They can

advise you on the right funding avenue for your organisation.

A Eden Sustainable are another popular supplier of solar panels to schools - they can

offer a ‘zero capital’ solution through their ‘Solar Power Purchase Agreement’ for

schools with no funding.

A Grand Union Community Energy (GUCE) are a small local community group who

have previously carried out projects with local schools and may be able to provide

additional support and advice.

A Example guide for setting up solar panels in schools.

solar @ EDEN

for schools

ind
lon

> Community

Energy

Our analysis indicates that Cassiobury Infant and Nursery School could

Generate 26,370 kWh, or

30%

of your school’s energy needs
each year from solar energy.

Design a solar panel system to
improve the accuracy of our

Install 78 panels equivalent to(D estimate

29 kWp

Design Tool


https://thegrid.org.uk/leadership-and-management/climate-change-and-sustainability/decarbonising-the-hertfordshire-estate
https://www.solarforschools.co.uk/schools/st-nicolas-cofe-academy-cv11-6hj-140878
https://www.barker-associates.co.uk/solar-for-schools
https://edensustainable.co.uk/solar-panels-for-schools
https://edensustainable.co.uk/power-purchase-agreement-solar
https://guce.org.uk/
https://democracy.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/documents/s25382/08a%20GM%20Schools%20Guide%20for%20Solar%20PV%20Final.pdf

Travel - Key Findings ZE

A Regqularly take part in active travel campaigns

A E.g. Walk to School, Walk and Wheel, etc

A Have a school active travel plan

A Obtained Modeshift STARS Bronze award
A Created Park and Stride maps for parents
A Scooters provided to play with at lunchtime
A Good amount of bike and scooter shelters
A Students are taught about road safety

A Raised awareness of anti-idling previously

A 1ssues with permanent poster location

28% - Transport
0% Vehicles

® <19% School Trips
19% Student Commutes

9%  Staff Commutes

EDUCATION
il bbby
GREEN | APPROVED TRAVEL PLAN

Certificate of Accreditation

Cassiobury Infant and Nursery School

s b awarded Green level Modeshil STARS Accreditation for
el afforts to increase levels of walking, cycing and other forms of
‘sustainable travel by dovelaping an Approved Travet Plan

1% January 2023



https://bigwalkandwheel.org.uk/

Active Travel Initiatives

A

Aim for the next Modeshift STARS Accreditation (Silver or higher: 20 Sustainable Travel initiatives,
10 Supporting initiatives and 7 Consultation initiatives)

Park and Stride map - have a permanent digital version on the website and frequently promote it (with a hyperlink).

Explore setting up a ‘Walking Bus’ to encourage groups of children to come to school together.

A HCC offer advice on how to set one up. Could be assisted by PTA. Example guide for getting started.

Explore offering Bikeability sessions

Utilise HCC’s range of free Educational Programmes for Primary Schools - designed to link with Modeshift

Engage with HCC’s ‘Active Travel Ambassador Scheme’ for Years 5-6.

Continue promoting Active Travel campaigns throughout the year

Set targets and collect data reqularly on how pupils travel to school e.g. on Census Day (3 times a year).

Report on data and targets in newsletter to help engage parents.

A Can use data to help understand / justify if more bike racks or similar equipment is needed in future etc.

MODESHIF«y

EDUCATION

VERY GOOD TRAVEL PLAN 2021



https://modeshiftstars.org/accreditation/
https://brightwayz.co.uk/how-to-organise-a-walking-bus/
https://thegrid.org.uk/admissions-attendance-travel-to-school/road-safety-and-school-travel/campaigns-and-resources
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/migrated_images/walking-bus-pack_tcm3-7692.pdf
https://thegrid.org.uk/admissions-attendance-travel-to-school/road-safety-and-school-travel/cycling
https://thegrid.org.uk/admissions-attendance-travel-to-school/road-safety-and-school-travel/educational-programmes-for-primary-schools
https://thegrid.org.uk/admissions-attendance-travel-to-school/road-safety-and-school-travel/campaigns-and-resources

Anti-ldling
A Reposition anti-idling signs outside the school gates.

A Consider installing permanent ‘children signs’ similar to existing ‘drive slow’ versions.

A Incorporate into lessons, assemblies and newsletters.

A Example resources from |dling Action London (great video!); Transform Our World and Idle Free Schools

A HCC run a “Parking Promise” scheme to encourage parents to park considerately - could link with turning engines off

b

A Utilise your school’s CO2 monitors - take readings throughout the year and monitor for improvements A W e }

SCHOOL
STREET
ROAD

School Streets

A Investigate whether you could establish a Schools Street where cars are prevented

from going up to the school gates at drop off and pick up times.

A School Streets Toolkit and Resources.



https://idlingaction.london/
https://www.transform-our-world.org/campaigns/clean-air-for-schools-resources/clean-air-campaign-resources/anti-idling-campaign
https://ourclimateourfuture.org/activity/idle-free-schools-campaign/
https://thegrid.org.uk/admissions-attendance-travel-to-school/road-safety-and-school-travel/campaigns-and-resources
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/media/oryjkyte/school_streets_toolkit.pdf
http://schoolstreets.org.uk/resources/

32% - Purchases
10% Spending

22% Uniforms

Key Findings
A No sustainability requirements for purchases
A Had issues with recycled paper before - chewed up in printer and poor quality.

A Have a second-hand uniform scheme online shop run by PTA

A Currently not active - website says will ‘reopen in September’.

A No obligation for parents to buy branded uniform, but many do.

Sustainable Procurement
A Create a Sustainable Procurement Policy to ensure that any purchases minimise environmental harm, for example:

A All electrical items purchased are efficient.

A Purchase recycled and sustainably sourced items, or second-hand where feasible.
- e.g. trying different recycled paper (currently researching recommended suppliers!),
FSC paper, switching to refillable glue sticks, utilising School Resources Exchange, etc.

Uniform

A Switch to Uniformd - a free platform for uniform resale
A Raise awareness with parents about not having to buy with a logo and more sustainable not to

A Consider reducing what uniform items have the logo on - or eliminating from the uniform altogether.

www.fsc.org

RECYCLED

Made from
recycled material

FSC*® C000000

Glue Stick

Made for


https://cassioburycsa.org/shop/
https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Green-Procurement.pdf
https://learnplaynexus.com/u-fill-reuse-refill-rethink/
https://school-resources-exchange.co.uk/
https://uniformd.co.uk/schools/

Food - Key Findings

27% - Food & Drink
Catering ® 27% Meals

A Part of Herts Catering Ltd (HCL)

A Tracey (Catering Manager) reviews HCL’s nutritional menu and decides what to include for school
menu. Would be happy to try introducing a 100% plant-based day.

A Menu - done on 3 week rotation system for 6 month period (April - Oct; Oct - April)
A Typically, vegetarian x 1 day (often Mondays), poultry x 1-2 days, beef x 1 day and fish x 1 day
A Always at least two vegetarian choices and reqular plant-based meals.

Food Waste

A All food waste is recycled - including from classrooms and fruit snacks
A Pupils pre-select food in the mornings and so made to order - normally make 10% more.
A HCL collect daily weights for food waste from kitchen, but not from dining hall.

A Tracey would find this extra information useful.

A Staff not currently allowed to take leftovers due to need to weigh.

A Previously weighed food waste but unsure what to do with figures. Varies depending on popularity
e.g. no waste from pizza and fish and chips!

A Don’t compost any waste on site - would need any new initiative to be rat-proof.

A Catering Team can make adjustments for what suits school best
e.g. changed to rolls instead of baguettes so less food waste.

4\__‘;"

beakers —



https://www.hcl.co.uk/
https://cassioburyinfants.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Pupil-Choice-menu-CINS-Apr-24-Oct-24-Summer-Winter-2023-24.docx.pdf

Pro-Veg
Horoveg
A ProVeg helps school caterers to make small changes to menus SCHOOL

that can have a big impact on children’s health and the health of the planet. PLATES

A School Plates Programme - a range of services under including menu
consultation and advice, recipes and impact assessments. All completely free.

A School Plates Awards - accreditation scheme with bronze, silver, gold awards

A Canteen to Classroom - wide range of free resources and activities.

A ProVeg are a trusted member of the Let’s Go Zero coalition

Increase plant-based food levels

A Introduce a100% plant-based day - ProVeg can provide recipes
A No need to only do on certain days e.g. Meat Free Monday - vegetarian can be any day of the week -
easier for catering team to organise

A Reduce the amount of beef and cheese (high emissions) - swap for more lentils, beans, eggs and meat
replacements e.q. current beef/pork meals are burger, sausages, lasagne and roast joints.

1  Sausages and burgers can easily be swapped to vegetarian / plant-based substitutes

1  Lasagnes can easily be adjusted to reduce the level of meat
-such as 50% /50% meat + veq lasagne, or 100% plant-based

1 Include more seasonal choices for veg

U RECIPE

THE
|
L4

SCHOOL
PLATES‘..



https://proveg.org/uk/news/how-to-create-award-winning-plant-powered-menus-top-tips-for-schools/
https://proveg.com/uk/school-plates-programme/
https://proveg.com/uk/school-plates-programme/school-plates-awards/
https://proveg.org/uk/
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/food-emissions-supply-chain

Food Waste Reduction

A Set atarget to reduce food waste by 10% each year

A Case study: school reduced 20% in 2 years)

A Offer children smaller portions and make it clear they can ask for more if they want it.

A Introduce a“1, 2, 3’ (small, medium, large) portion system for children to tell staff how

hungry they are.

A Display signs and posters on dining room walls and tables with reminders to only take
what you need and finish what is on your plate.
A Teach about the importance of food waste in lessons.

A Example resources: WWF - food waste warriors; Better Planet Education - food

waste lesson and assembly; LFHW - Food Waste Action Week; Guardians of

Grub - resources.

A Liaise with Catering Team to separate edible food waste that could be shared to staff

and weigh separately so still included in their waste figures - put in staff room.

A Anything not claimed at the end of the day can be recycled by cleaners with

staff room food waste.

Take What You Want.

A K-
A little
Food Waste
Leads to a Lot

DOWNLOAD

K-2 TOOLKIT

Food Waste
Hurts Our

World

DOWNLOAD
3-5 TOOLKIT

How Much
Food Is Wasted
Each Year?

DOWNLOAD

6-8 TOOLKIT



https://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/schools
https://letsgozero.org/st-francis-xavier-school/
https://www.worldwildlife.org/teaching-resources/toolkits/be-a-food-waste-warrior
https://www.worldwildlife.org/teaching-resources/toolkits/be-a-food-waste-warrior
https://betterplaneteducation.org.uk/lesson-plans/food-food-waste
https://betterplaneteducation.org.uk/lesson-plans/food-food-waste
https://betterplaneteducation.org.uk/assemblies/food-waste-assembly
https://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/schools#download
https://guardiansofgrub.com/resources/
https://guardiansofgrub.com/resources/

Introduce ‘Food Waste Focus’ Week

A

Hold a ‘Food Waste Focus’ week once a term - weigh the canteen waste

each day and tally up at the end of the week.

Introduce with an assembly and explaining importance of reducing food

waste.

Involve the Eco Council in the activity - see if there is any food in

particular that is not being eaten

Report the information back to the Catering Team at the end of the week
with the daily breakdown so that they can consider how they could change

their menu / recipe / portion sizes accordingly.

Promote the initiative and results in the newsletter and report on
reduction progress.
Involving parents will help to encourage good behaviours when eating at

home as well.

Food
Audit
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Waste - Key Findings ZE

Recycle

A Have recycling and food waste bins in all classrooms.
A External food waste 240L bin is always full to capacity.

A Staff and pupils were initially good at recycling when first introduced,
but could be revisited.

A Used to have visitors to give assemblies, but not had in a while.
A WEEE equipment recycled efficiently
A Clothing bank on site - generates income (Ragbag - £40 - 45 per collection)

A Soft plastic collected and recycled off-site at supermarket

Reuse / Reduce

A Moved away from individual milk cartons - now bought in bulk and decanted
into reusable cups.

A Run Sustainable Swap events (clothes and toy and books) - typically one of
each a year - also focus on Christmas jumpers and World Book Day.

A Excess printing used as scrap paper in nursery but staff still rely on printing
quite heavily.

A Rubbish in staff room kept aside for junk modelling.
A Toy requests for nursery in newsletter

A Take part in events such as Earth Day and Recycling Week




Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

A

A
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Take part in Plastic Free Schools education and accreditation scheme

& SURFERS AGAINST SEWAGE

Carry out a bin audit throughout the school (Eco Council activity)

Identify how many bins there are around the school and where they are placed.
Are there enough bins? (ideally you want 50/50 waste and recycling, or more recycling bins)
Arerecycling and general waste bins positioned next to each other? (they should be!)
Are all bins clearly labelled as either waste or recycling?
A Are there posters or signs to explain what materials can go in the recycling bins?
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Take a look in each bin
A Are there recyclables in the waste - or waste in the recycling?
A Could anything have been reused instead?

Arrange for more waste assemblies and incorporate into lessons. Resources: Wastebuster + Recycle Now + Veolia

Introduce Waste Monitors as classroom helpers to ensure bins used correctly and materials reused if possible

Investigate setting up recycling collections for community, such as through Terracycle

Eco Refill - Consider if you would like to set up a pupil shop - new Let’s Go Zero partner

Request another main food waste bin from Veolia - shouldn’t be filled more than 2/3 for H&S reasons



https://plasticfreeschools.org.uk/
https://www.wastebuster.co.uk/Resources
https://schools.recyclenow.com/resources/
https://www.veolia.co.uk/schools
https://www.terracycle.com/en-GB/pages/the-green-school-project
https://pupilsprofit.com/Eco_Refill.html

Sustainable Community Swaps

A Hold twice a year with support of PTA and Eco Council - example case study and resources

A Aim for whole school community in order to enable and normalise second-hand and sharing culture.
A Spring and Autumn is best (e.q. just before World Book Day in March and in Nov to swap xmas jumpers)

A Before event:

A Advertise heavily to school community.

A Encourage people to drop off items such as clothes, books, toys and household items 1-2 weeks
beforehand.
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https://www.hmc.org.uk/blog-posts/swap-dont-shop-creative-ways-children-can-be-involved-in-cutting-their-own-carbon-emissions/
https://jointhepod.org/campaigns/recycle-to-read-2021

